
St. Dorothy School is pleased to announce that one 
of its own, sixth grade teacher Mrs. Beth Anne Gallagher, 
was a recipient of a 2015 National Catholic Educational 
Association Distinguished Teacher Award. The award 
recognizes outstanding teachers in 12 geographic regions 
throughout the United States. This year nine teachers 
received the award.

In order for a teacher to be considered for the award, 
he/she must demonstrate dedication and commitment to 
elementary education and must possess a clear integrated 
philosophy of Catholic education. In addition, the individual 
must be held in high regard by peers, students, and parents.

Mrs. Gallagher is a most deserving recipient of this 
award. Her emphasis on service to others, her demeanor with 
the students, and the instructional strategies she employs 
clearly align with the school’s mission to offer a vibrant, 
challenging curriculum that is deeply rooted in Catholic faith 
and values.

Mrs. Gallagher firmly believes in the importance and 
value of serving others, and she works hard to impart that 
philosophy to her students. Several years ago, she initiated 
a project entitled Pay It Forward. The idea developed from 
the book of the same title. Working in groups, students 

select three service activities. Each member of the group 
keeps a journal in which he/she reflects on the activity. All 
service activities are completed outside of school and on the 
students’ own time.

Mrs. Gallagher received her award on April 7th at 
the NCEA Convention, in Orlando, Florida. On April 20, 
through the efforts of state representative Jamie Santora, 
Mrs. Gallagher traveled to Harrisburg, PA to receive a 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania House of Representatives 
Citation. Upon reception of the Citation, Mrs. Gallagher 
received a standing ovation from the members of the House.

Visit our website: www.SaintDorothy.org
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The 2015 Annual Fund campaign began during Catholic Schools Week, and since then over $50,000 has been 
collected. Thank you to all of our donors. 

Annual Fund proceeds help keep tuition costs down and enhance our children’s educational experience. We still 
have far to go to meet our goal, and the campaign closes soon. If you have not yet donated, please consider using 
the enclosed envelope to make your contribution or donate online via the link on the school website or at weblink.
donorperfect.com/donate dots.

All donations to the Annual Fund are tax deductible, and many employers will match donations to the school.

2015 Annual Fund Update
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school office or 
development@stdots.org.

The Newsletter for St. Dorothy Roman Catholic 
School is compiled by the Development 
Committee for distribution to alumni, alumni 
parents, current school families, and friends 
of St. Dorothy School. Its purpose is to 
communicate, on a semi-annual basis, the state 
of our enrollment, happenings of interest, an 
accounting of funds raised and spent, and to 
acknowledge contributors to our Annual Fund.

Newsletter purposeSpecial thanks to the following
people for their help with this issue:

Development 
Committee
Members
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Chairing our 2015 Annual Fund 
effort is Class of 1976 graduate 
Carolyn Manning. Carolyn’s parents 
were longtime parishioners. Rose and 
Al DiGiovanni raised their children in 
St. Dorothy Parish. Carolyn and four 
of her siblings are St. Dot’s graduates. 
Her younger brother Ralph has Down 
Syndrome so was only able to attend 
Dot’s for a year before he had to 
move to public school for specialized 

classroom work. When Carolyn was in sixth grade her family 
moved out of St. Dorothy Parish and School. The shift to the 
new school didn’t last. Carolyn’s family thought they knew 
what a special place St. Dorothy was, but within two short 
weeks they came to realize how truly extraordinary it is. 
Simply stated, “it was home. It is a welcoming, supportive, 
and loving place to be. The sense of community was 
unparalleled.” They transferred back to St. Dorothy and were 
welcomed with open arms.

After St. Dorothy, Carolyn attended Cardinal O’Hara 
High School and graduated in 1980 in the top 10% of her 
class. She enrolled in Villanova University and graduated 
first in her class, receiving the Dean’s Award for General 
Excellence. Carolyn graduated from Villanova University 
School of Law in 1987. She began her career at the firm 
of George J. Lavin, Jr. Associates handling products 
liability and medical malpractice cases. Wishing to practice 
exclusively in the area of medical malpractice, she joined the 

firm of O’Brien & Ryan.
After having her children, Carolyn returned to work 

part-time for 12 years, which gave her the opportunity to 
volunteer and give back to St. Dot’s all that she had received. 
Her two sons, Christopher (‘10) and Gregory (‘13) are proud 
St. Dot’s graduates. During their time at St. Dorothy School, 
Carolyn served as a home room mother, Chairperson of 
Secret Santa (six years), Breakfast with Santa committee, 
lunch mother, Parvuli Dei Cub Scouts instructor, inaugural 
member of the Development Committee (served for six 
years), and Oktoberfest Fair Executive Committee, among 
other activities. She returned to the work force full time 
in 2010 and is currently a partner in the firm Marshall, 
Dennehey, Warner, Coleman, & Goggin.

Carolyn, her parents, and siblings trace lifelong friends 
back to St. Dorothy. Her mother still bowls every Tuesday 
with the St. Dorothy Bowling league–it has been over 35 
years! Carolyn said, “I am truly honored and blessed to serve 
as the Honorary Annual Fund Chairperson as St. Dot’s will 
forever hold a special place in my heart.” Carolyn sees a 
direct connection between the person she is today and St. 
Dorothy. She attributes her successes to the education she 
received, the values instilled in her, and the friendships she 
made while a student at St. Dorothy School. Her siblings 
and her children echo these sentiments. What a testament to 
all that St. Dorothy’s was, is, and continues to be. Carolyn 
wishes to see St. Dorothy School continue to thrive and 
become the area’s pre-eminent Catholic school, allowing 
many more students to experience its priceless gifts.

Carolyn Manning–2015 Annual Fund Chair

You can now make your  
Annual Fund donation online. 

Visit the donation site via the link 
on the school website or visit  

weblink.donorperfect.
com/donatedots

I N T R O D U C I N G

In early March, Fr. Murphy’s dog, Duke, was not his normal, happy self. 
Father had noticed changes in Duke’s behavior and eating habits and, after 
multiple tests, learned the devastating news that Duke had stage 5 lymphoma. On 
March 9th, Father had Duke euthanized, and all of us at St. Dot’s lost one of our 
most beloved parishioners.

For almost 11 years, Duke was a part of our parish family. On March 22, 
in his weekly bulletin message “Notes from the Pastor,” Fr. Murphy shared a 
touching story about Duke. Just five months after Duke arrived at St. Dots, he had 
to have two surgeries for congenital hip dysplasia. Although this condition limited 
Duke’s level of activity, he was an extremely sweet and gentle dog. Father said 
Duke was not just a pet but a companion throughout all the good times and the bad 
– Duke was by Father’s side when he visited his mother and the other residents at 
the Little Sisters of the Poor’s Holy Family Home for five years, and also how he 
was Father’s support as they visited Father’s sister, Peggy, during her treatments 
for cancer and through her final days.

Fr. Murphy’s words in his bulletin notes said it best, “The loss is extremely 
painful. This loss is certainly understood by anyone who has loved a pet. For those 
who haven’t loved a pet, no explanation for this loss is possible.” Those of us who 
knew Duke shared this pain, especially the school students who loved to see him. 

Duke was a participant in many 
school activities, and everyone 
enjoyed his being a part of it 
all. It was no surprise to hear 
eighth grade students say how 
sad they were that Duke would 
not be joining Father in their 
class graduation photo, in which 
Duke was a mainstay all these 
past years. As Father wrote 
about Duke, “...he will live on 
in the hearts and souls of those 
who loved him.”

As we all look back on 
our memories of Duke with 
fondness, we also find ourselves 
sharing in the joy of Father’s 
new puppy! Bear was born on 
January 25th and joined our 
parish family Palm Sunday 
weekend. We wish Fr. Murphy 
and Bear all the best, and we 
look forward to the happiness 
they will share with each other 
and all of us.

Not Just a Man’s, but also 
a Parish’s, Best Friend

• The Clark Family
• Ellen Cordes
• Pat Funchion
• Brian Gallagher
• Lynn Hayes
• BJ Hogan
• Carolyn Manning
• John McCauley

• Mike McCollum
• Bill Nolan
• Maureen O’Malley
• Meredith Pagliaro
• Karen Rogers
• Dylan Rooney
• Jamie Santora

Jamie Santora (’86) was recently elected to represent the 
163rd district in the Pennsylvania House of Representatives. 
He showed his Dot’s pride by playing Spot the Dot on the 
floor of the House chamber. To play, download a Dot from 
the school website in the Extracurriculars menu and take a 
photo of yourself with it. Send photos to us at development@
stdots.org. We’ll feature photos in a gallery on the website 
and in future issues of the newsletter.

• SPOT THE DOT •
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School Happenings

Reading Olympics

Here we are again, another school 
year come and gone. Where does 
the time go? The Home & School 
Association has kept busy all year with 
fundraising and social events.

The beginning of Catholic Schools 
Week was marked by our annual Book 
Fair. Parishioners, teachers, and students 
were able to purchase books all week 
long. Mrs. “Mc”Sheehan and teachers 
served McNuggets and showed off their 
sizzling customer service skills during 
McPrincipal Night at McDonald’s. 
With your support, we earned $500 for 
the Home & School Association! A big 
McThank you! To end this fun-filled 
week, families celebrated with a night 
of moon bouncing and skating at Marple 
Sports Arena.

In March, students participated in 
Be Good to Your Heart Day a program 
focusing on heart-healthy eating habits 
and exercise. They were treated to 
healthy foods during lunchtime. The 
children were allowed to dress in red 
and pink clothing for the school day. 
Later in the month, we hosted our 
second Designer Bag Bingo for the 

Saint Dorothy community. More than 
300 attendees filled the school gym 
eagerly awaiting the opportunity to 
shout, “Bingo!”  Only 19 ladies were 
fortunate enough to walk home with a 
new bag. However, one lady walked 
home with a new bag on each arm!

In April, we dressed warmly in 
our Phillies attire for a chilly night at 
Citizens Bank Park. More than 100 
of our students, under the guidance 
of Mr. William Mayo, our musical 
director, sang the National Anthem 
before the Phillies vs. Red Sox game. 
At the end of April, students in Grades 
K to 4 welcomed special visitors to 
Grandparents/Special Persons Day. The 
children entertained their guests with 
singing and visits to their classrooms. It 
was a wonderful day for all involved!

Spirit Day was held on May 15th at 
Dermond Field. After attending a prayer 
service, the students walked from Saint 
Dorothy School with their classmates, 
teachers, and parent volunteers. Students 
participated in Olympic-style games 
throughout the day! There was dancing, 
a picnic lunch, and prizes to end the fun-

filled and spirited day. Thank you to the 
Spirit Day Committee for a wonderful 
day!

This year we ended the school year 
with a K-9 Partners for Life assembly 
on June 9th. The children learned about 
the important roles that service dogs 
play in helping their humans. Puppies in 
training and fully trained dogs interacted 
with our students and principal!

Not only was it a quick year, but 
the past two years have been very busy 
for us. We would not have been able to 
accomplish many of the tasks without 
your generous support.

Thank you to Fr. Murphy and 
Mrs. Sheehan for your guidance and 
support the past two school years. We 
are fortunate to have so many wonderful 
parents, grandparents, and friends who 
worked tirelessly to ensure that our 
school is able to do the best for the 
teachers and students. We are grateful 
for all you do! Thank you and have a 
safe and relaxing summer! 

Home & School Association Spring Update

Genevieve Bruce and Patrice Romano represented  
St. Dorothy School at the Archdiocesan Honors Chorus on 
March 22nd. In attendance were Principal Sheehan and  
Mr. Mayo, Music Teacher.

Under the guidance of Sister Mary Hasson, R.S.M., 
an enrichment program for sixth, seventh, and eighth grade 
students was introduced in September 2013. Through exposure 
to classics in literature, the students were led to appreciate the 
joy of learning without the pressure of testing and grades.

In the two years of the program, students read an epic 
poem, The Aenid, and an epic novel, Les Miserables. In 
a combination classroom/seminar approach, they looked 
at history and humanity and discussed their impact on 
contemporary society. Analysis of character development 
opened discussions of their own lives and those of the people 
of today’s world.

It is hoped that this program lays the foundation for an 
in-depth approach to learning as the students continue their 
education in high school and beyond.

Reading Enrichment

St. Dorothy School fielded three teams of sixth, seventh, 
and eighth graders at this year’s Delaware County 
Reading Olympics sponsored by the Intermediate Unit. 
This competition requires teams to read an assigned list of 
books and to answer questions on them. We had our best 
showing to date with all three teams taking home top-
prize blue ribbons.

“In five, four, three, two, one!” Hearing those numbers 
called never fails to send feelings of adrenaline, anxiety, and 
even fear through my head at lightning speed. Those words 
of course are the cue for the St. Dot’s News Team to begin 
its broadcast.

The excitement, fun and experience are worth the hard 
work and preparation that goes into each newscast. Whether 
you are behind the scenes, operating the camera, handling 
the sound system, or performing as on-screen reporter, you 
feel a part of a great team.

Another aspect of serving on the news team is the 
experience you have handling new technology. At the 
start of the year, we had one camera and an analogue TV; 
now we have two flat screen TVs, a second camera, and 
a teleprompter. These are only the technical elements that 
have been improved. We have also gotten better as a team 
both behind and in front of the camera. Learning camera 
angles, interviewing skills and public speaking are all 
critical lessons acquired in producing a successful newscast.

The broadcast does one more amazing thing: it 
prepared me for experiences later in life. I intend on doing 
the student news at Cardinal O’Hara High School next year. 
Being on the St. Dot’s News Team has readied me for that.

“Action!”

ST. DOT’S NEWS
Dylan Rooney (’15)Celebrate the Arts

Our fourth grade class spent some of the year studying 
Pennsylvania and culminated the curriculum with a trip to 
the state capital. There they met with state representative 
Jamie Santora (‘86) who was recently elected to represent 
the 163rd district which includes St. Dorothy.

They grow up too fast!

With a tear in her eye, one of our fourth grade 
moms took this photo at lunch duty on April 30th–
the last official day the girls will ever wear the St. 
Dot’s jumper since summer uniform started May 
1st and next year the girls move up to the top floor 
and wear the skirt.
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Dot’s jumper since summer uniform started May 
1st and next year the girls move up to the top floor 
and wear the skirt.
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• Boxed lunch for Life Center of Delco: Students 
prepared boxed lunches and notes of hope and 
prayers for our area homeless shelter.

• Operation Gratitude: Halloween candy was 
collected and sent to our troops with the help 
of Havertown dentist Dr. Mitchell Scheier; the 
candy is accompanied by a message of thanks.

• Operation Christmas Child: Students prepared 
shoe boxes containing supplies and toys for 
children in need in a developing country.

• Fall clean up: Students raked leaves for elderly 
neighbors within St. Dorothy parish.

• Care packages for the troops: Students compiled 
care packages for military personnel known/
related to school children.

• Christmas Bazaar: Students helped vendors carry 
their products into and out of the gym.

• Breakfast with Santa: Students became elves; 
helped with serving and set-up, and “ringing in” 
Santa for the annual parish Breakfast.

• The Joy of Sox: Students organized a school-
wide sock collection; donations were distributed 
to homeless in Philadelphia.

• Cradles to Crayons: Students went to the 
distribution center to organize donations that 
are then distributed to children who are living in 
poverty or are homeless. Children, newborns to 
age 12, were provided with essential items.

• Hoops for Hope: Students set-up and decorated 
the gym to transform it into a sea of love and 
hope for the annual parish-wide basketball 
marathon to raise awareness and money for those 
in the parish affected by cancer.

• University of Pennsylvania Soup Kitchen: 
Students prepared and served meals to those less 
fortunate and also provided conversation during 
dinner.

• Gift of Life Family House: Students prepared and 
served dinner for families awaiting transplants in 
Philadelphia.

• Ronald McDonald House: Students prepared and 
served breakfast to families whose children are 
being treated at CHOP.

As we all can attest, it is in giving that we receive. 
We begin each year at Saint Dorothy inviting the upper 
grade students to join the St. Dorothy Service Corps. 
There are many activities available to engage students 
in providing service to others in need, both within our 
parish and in the surrounding community. This year the 
Service Corps participated in:

St. Dorothy, St. Dorothy, 
How Does Your  

Garden Grow?
Saint Dorothy School is thrilled to 

announce that April 2015 marks the third 
year of the vegetable gardening program. The 
program was started in April 2013 by Ellen 
Cordes, a school parent. Mrs. Cordes is a 
certified Master Gardener and a Registered 
Dietitian/Nutritionist. She has been teaching 
the second and third grade students about 
growing vegetables and the nutritional benefits 
of them during both the spring and fall growing 
seasons. The children have learned about soil, 
compost, worms and garden bugs, parts of a 
plant, planting and caring for plants, harvesting 
vegetables and so much more. They especially 
enjoy tasting the veggies they have grown 
themselves! After all, children who plant and 
harvest their own vegetables are more willing 
to taste and even like them.

As our garden expands to include a new 
raised bed for the first grade class this spring, 
we shall benefit from funds raised by our “Seed 
of an Idea” project. This project was a joint 
effort between Mrs. Cordes, Mrs. Sheehan, 
and Barbara Briggs, owner of Seed of an Idea, 
LLC. The Seed of an Idea project included a 
seed lesson for students in grades one to three 
and the opportunity for students and parents to 
purchase their own organic vegetable seeds and 
plants for home gardens. Half of the proceeds 
are going directly to expanding 
the vegetable garden. Stop by 
the gardens near the school 
entrance and take a look at  
what the students are  
growing this year!
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By: Cathy Clark with Erin (‘18), Patrick (‘20), and Connor (‘23)

It has been 60 years since my mother, 
Pat (McMahon) Magee, graduated from St. 
Dorothy School. She always talks about her 
fond and happy memories from when she 
attended St. Dorothy. My children, Erin, Patrick 
and Connor who currently attend St. Dorothy 
School are so lucky that they get to share this 
special bond with their grandmother.

I thought that it would be a great idea to 
have my children interview my mom about 
what St. Dorothy was like when she attended 
it over 60 years ago. As you read the interview, 
you will see they had some great questions 
and you may learn a little something about  St. 
Dorothy School that you didn’t know. We also 
put together a table showing what St. Dorothy’s 
was like in 1955 compared to 2015.

Here are some of the questions that Erin, 
Patrick and Connor had for their Grandmom.

 » Erin: What did your uniforms look like?

 » Pat: The girls wore maroon jumpers, 
white blouses and we had to wear 
maroon beanies on our heads whenever 
we attended mass. The boys wore 
maroon blazers and ties, and gray pants.

 » Patrick: Where did all the kids wait 
before the bell rang in the morning?

 » Pat: We waited in the schoolyard before 
school started. There was no talking 
allowed. Then the girls and boys needed 
to enter the school by separate doors. 
The girls enter the doors closest to the 
convent and the boys at the other end of 
the school.

 » Connor: Where did you eat lunch?

 » Pat: The children who lived close 
enough to school would walk home for 
lunch and all the other children stayed 
at school and ate their lunches in their 
classrooms.

 » Erin: What did the school look like back 
then?

 » Pat: Once St. Dorothy School was built, 

it was only the 1st and 2nd floors of the 
building. As the parish and school grew, 
the 3rd floor was added onto the school. 
I moved up to the 3rd floor for 8th grade 
when it was finished being built.

 » Patrick: Did you have fire drills and 
lock down drills like we have today?

 » Pat: I didn’t have lock down drills, but 
we did have air raid drills, that when we 
heard the sirens we would have to drop 
down and hide under our desks. The 
sirens were to inform us about air strikes 
from another country.

 » Connor: How many kids did you have 
in your class?

 » Pat: There were 54 children in my class 
and we were all in one classroom with 
one teacher. All the students sat in rows 
and each desk had an ink well to be used 
for our writing. There were no ball point 
pens back then.

 » Erin: What kind of sports did you have? 

 » Pat: I remember that there was a football 
team and the boys wore blue and white 
uniforms and they played at Steel Field. 
I also remember there was a volleyball 
team and the girls played their games 
outside in the schoolyard wearing their 
regular school uniform.

 » Patrick: Was there an Annex and a 
Principal’s office?

 » Pat: There was no Annex, because 
the old church was still there. The 
Principal’s office was behind the stage 
under the steps.

 » Connor: What kind of work did you 
have to do in school? 

 » Pat: I had regular subjects like English, 
Math and History. I didn’t have any 
special classes, like the Art and Music 
that you do today.

Also, during their interview and 
conversation with my mom, they learned that 
the St. Dorothy School children had to attend 
mass every Sunday at 9am and sit with their 
class. If you didn’t make mass, the child needed 
to hand in a note for excusal. The students 
attended mass every Friday during school and 
that mass was said in Latin. They would have 
to go to confession on the 1st Friday of every 
month.

My mom also told my children that she 
was taught by nuns and that her Principal/
Superior, Mother Kathleen was also a teacher 
for one of the classes. She also explained 
the use of “Clickers” and that silence and no 
talking was strictly enforced in school. Even 
though school was very strict, she did talk 
about how the boys back then loved shooting 
“spit balls” and they would get detention for 
that. Thanks Mom, just what my boys needed 
to learn about!

Some other interesting information was 
that the eighth grade students were randomly 
chosen to be the Confirmation sponsors for 
the fifth Grade students. My mom had told 
us how she was chosen to be the sponsor for 
Ed McMahon’s daughter. Then the questions 
started, “Who was Ed McMahon?” After a few 
minutes of explanation, we then learned that 
my Mom’s class was the last single grade class 
at St. Dorothy School. There were two classes 
of every grade going forward.

I remember my Mom once telling me how 
she was waiting at dismissal to pick up my 
children at St. Dorothy and that she sat with the 
windows rolled down and with her eyes closed. 
She said that she remembers hearing the sounds 
of laughter and children playing and for that 
short moment, she took a step back in time. 
All of her wonderful childhood memories from 
being a student at St. Dorothy felt so real at that 
point in time. What a great feeling to have!

We want to thank my Mom for sharing 
some of her memories and experiences of being 
a student at St. Dorothy with us. Erin, Patrick 
and Connor are now enjoying making their own 
memories while attending St. Dorothy. I am 
sure they will always cherish the experiences 
and friends that they have made at St. Dorothy, 
just as their Grandmom did.

Time Warp: Dot’s 1955

Then – 1955 Now - 2015Maroon uniforms Green uniformsNuns
Lay teachersMass said in Latin Mass said in EnglishBlackboards
SmartBoardsGirls and boys sat separately in church– girls on the Blessed Mother side, boys on the St. Joseph side.

Girls and boys sit together as a class in church.
No Kindergarten class Kindergarten classesPrincipal was assigned to teach a grade Principal not assigned to a gradeOne classroom for each grade Two classrooms for each gradeWent home for lunch or  

ate in classrooms Lunch is in the Annex
Girls wore maroon beanies  on head for mass No beanies needed to  

be worn for mass

The background
is the back  
of the class photo 
that at the time 
the class would 
all autograph  
for each other.
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Jim, wishing you a happy and healthy retirement from the 
head coaching job of St. Dorothy’s varsity program. I was an 
Assistant Coach with Jim for 12 years and it was an honor to 
spend that time with him. My four sons played for Jim and he 
helped mold them into the young men they are today. Many 
thanks.

Mike Gallagher Sr., Assistant Coach with Jim for 
12 years, & the Gallagher family

I have been around the game of football for the past 
25 years and have yet to meet a more passionate and 
detail-oriented coach than Jim Stewart. Coach Stewart 
is one of the main reasons why I am in the profession of 
coaching today. He made practice fun and competitive 
every day. I would like to thank him for all of his service to 
the parish and to the football program. It’s been an honor 
to have been coached by him the in past and I’ve enjoyed 
every minute of it.

BJ Hogan, Class of 1997, and Head Football 
Coach at Cardinal O’Hara High School

Playing for Stew as a young man was 
memorable. He was one of the first adults I can 
remember that spoke “to” me not “at” me. I had 
coaches as a kid who I was scared of, but with 
Stew he allowed his players to be responsible 
for themselves. If you excelled, you played; if 
not, you still respected him because he gave you 
the opportunity. Stew also always stressed the 
importance of the history and legacy of St. Dot’s 
football. He always had stories of past teams and 
games. You could tell, even as a kid, that he really 
cared about me and our team. He had a nickname 
for everyone, all with a story behind it to not only 
to help the player feel a part of the team but a 
way to coach a player from the sidelines without 
the other team knowing who he was talking to! 
Alumni always come back to a practice or game 
years after they have played, sometimes with their 
own kids, and Stew always greets them with their 
nickname. I didn’t always see Stew’s impact on 
me when I was a kid, but when I started coaching 
with him I really got to understand it better. Stew 
helped me prepare to be a man in grade school, 
then with the opportunity to coach with him over 
the years, he became a role model on how to be 
a coach, mentor, husband, and parent...a true 
gentleman. Stew also loves football and routine. 
In an age of play books, video review, play sheets, 
play wristbands, everything was in Stew’s mind. 
He would on most occasions just yell the play in 
from the sideline, no tricks and no frills. One of 
Stew’s greatest coaching lessons I learned from 
him was to keep it simple. Teach the basics and 
keep reinforcing it. Stew has left an indelible mark 
on St. Dorothy’s Parish and the scores of young 
men who have played on Steel Field in the green 
and white. He will be missed, especially by me, 
but his legacy will last forever.

Tom Cocco, Class of 1987, and  
Assistant Coach with Stew since 1999

1969 varsity team

1978 varsity team

Each of us can probably point to a person 
who had a significant impact on us in our youth 
- a person whose influence helped shape us and 
stayed with us throughout our lives. Perhaps it 
was that standout teacher, or one of the priests 
or sisters that helped you connect with the Lord 
on a personal level. If you played football at St. 
Dorothy at any time in the last half-century, it was 
undoubtedly Coach Jim “Stew” Stewart!

Coach Stewart began coaching the varsity 
football team in 1964 and completed his 51st and 
final season this past fall. In those 51 years, Coach 
Stewart was a mainstay at St. Dot’s. It has proven 
difficult to accurately count the number of wins he 
posted as well as championships he brought home. 
But, it can be said with absolute certainty that he was one of the 
best elementary school football coaches this area has ever known.

Coach Stewart was certainly a great coach, but he was much 
more than that to the thousands of students that attended our  
school. Throughout those 51 years, he was a positive role model  
and true mentor for our parish youth throughout multiple 
generations. We asked some of his former players to explain what 
Coach Stewart meant to them.

I was fortunate to know Stew since an early age. I learned about 
St. Dot’s football as a youngster going to practices and games with 
my father who was an assistant on the staff. I learned about honor, 
tradition and hard work. Nothing comes easy on the football field or 
in life. I also played, won a championship, and coached with Stew 
for many years. As a player, Stew demanded respect and got the best 
out of each and every player. Improvement as the season progressed 
was the trademark of St. Dorothy football over the last 51 years. As 
a person, Stew had the ability to make everyone around him better. 
You never wanted to let him down. Not as a player, coach, Catholic, 
or how you carried yourself as a person. I’ve always considered 
Mr. Stew a mentor in my life. As a group, there wasn’t a player who 
wouldn’t have run through a brick wall if asked by Stew. Or, run 
“Belly” 12 times in a row as we did in the Turkey Bowl to gain the 
momentum in the second half. Thank you, Stew, for all you have 
done for my family and the boys of St. Dorothy Parish over the last 
51 years.

Brian Gallagher, Class of 1988, Asst. Coach with Stew from 
1998 to 2005, and new Varsity Head Coach

I remember being on JV squad and always looking down at the 
varsity practice. This happened when I was in fifth grade practicing 
CYO football for the first time after transferring from Drexel Hill 
Raiders playing since the age of six. I always looked forward to 
playing for my school, putting on that green/white uniform and 
being part of that long St. Dot’s football tradition. Running monster 
laps and having Bobby H. get in your face at the fifth & sixth grade 
level made me grow up fast in the football program. I learned what 
Stew’s program was all about real quick. The eighth grade backfield 
got to walk to the bus stop every single day together and let me tell 
you, not one day went by where we ever stopped talking about Dot’s 
football and Stew’s coaching. Our goal from day one was to see that 
eighth grade Parade of Champions trophy. Back then it was about 
the little things, the discipline, saying “yes Coach” and doing what 
was asked. We wouldn’t have been in our undefeated season if it 
weren’t for Stew and the coaching staff. Values that I’ve learned in 
those seasons, I carry them till this day. Discipline, respect, loving 
your teammates and friends, playing together as a team are just 
some of the lifetime values I learned under Stew. It was a crucial 
part of my life learning more about the game of football, the sport 
I loved, and growing as a teenager. This was all from the St. Dot’s 
football program, Jim Stewart’s football program. I want to thank 
you for all that you have done for the St. Dot’s Community, St. Dot’s 
Football and especially the ‘99 football season that I’ll always look 
back on. A person I look up to, a coach and a friend.  Jim Stewart. 
All the Best!

Bobby Hogan, Class of 2000

1965-1966 varsity team

Save the Date!!!
St. Dorothy Football Reunion Celebrating  

the Jim Stewart Coaching Legacy
Saturday, November 28th, 2015 

from 6:30 PM to 10:00 PM 
at the Springfield Country Club

Tickets: $50 per person if purchased by October 30th, or  
$60 after October 30th (includes Buffet Dinner) - Cash Bar

All proceeds from ticket sales to be donated to 
the Bob Hornsleth Scholarship Fund

Contact: Andy Arriviello, andy.arriviello@gi-de.com

Thanks & Farewell to a St. Dot’s Legend

Two stories I remember about Stew:
1. Before Belichick and Spygate, there was Stew 

and Birdman. Stew told the story of Birdman. Birdman 
was one of Stew’s coaches that spied on St. Bernie’s 
practice before a Turkey Bowl. The reason he was 
called “birdman” was that he climbed up a tree to do 
his spying. Unfortunately, Birdman couldn’t fly and fell 
from his perch!

2. Stew tried to instill traditional Catholic 
values into his players. He had them attend 8:00 
Mass before every Saturday game. Stew noted that the 
team would enter the pew before genuflecting. During 
one of the practices, Stew told the players he wanted 
them to genuflect before entering the pew. At the next 
Saturday Mass, all the coaches watched the players 
as they entered the church. They all heeded to Coach 
Stewart’s message; however, he forgot to tell them in 
which direction they should genuflect. So, some of them 
were genuflecting to the organ in the choir loft. Stew just 
shook his head and figured he gave it a good try!

Ed Deal (father), Assistant Coach 
from approximately 1982 - 1994

The stories and words of thanks and admiration went on and on. 
So, to close, on behalf of the entire St. Dorothy’s community, both past 
and present... Thanks, Coach Stewart – for everything! 

While I do not have any funny stories to share, I have nothing but great 
memories playing for Stew. I remember him for being a very fair coach, who 
encouraged kids, recognized their talents and put them in a position to succeed. 
I was very fortunate to play on some good teams and had a very enjoyable 
experience playing football for St. Dots because of the tone that Stew set for the 
program. The fact he stayed with the program for 50+ years, well beyond his 
kids graduating, is a testament of his love of the program and all the kids that 
played for him.

Ed Deal (son), Class of 1985

I’ll save you my riding the bench stories and just relate a story from 
not too long ago about a close friend, who played for Stew a long time 
ago, and was close to dying. Jim came to his house while I was visiting, 
had a game ball signed by a bunch of players, and gave the game ball 
to my friend, who was absolutely thrilled. No one would have known if I 
didn’t happen to be there. That is Stew. He does things for people with 
no thought of getting credit or praise. He is simply a great man.

Jim Walsh, Class of 1968

First, I am a proud graduate of the class of 1969 from St. Dot’s. 
The place is still near and dear to my heart. The memories & traditions 
are tremendous. Jim was my football coach at St. Dot’s during the 1967 
and 1968 seasons so I have known him for 48 years. Over those years, 
I have been his player, student, employee, assistant coach, business 
client, but most of all a close personal friend. I can attest that since 
the class of 1964, 2,two thousand or more of St. Dot’s boys have been 
mentored by one of the truly great people who have graced God’s 
beautiful earth. We were, and are still, blessed to have had him touch 
our lives. Thanks for all you have done for us, Stew. Go Dot’s!

Paul M. McShane (aka Kraut), Class of 1969
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Jim, wishing you a happy and healthy retirement from the 
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1969 varsity team

1978 varsity team
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On December 26, 2014, St. 
Dorothy School, the Parish, and the 
local community lost a good friend, 
Ed Banes.

For those of you who did 
not know him, Ed was a huge 
supporter of our parish and its CYO 
program. One of the many things 
he did was coach our girls’ softball 
team for a few years. In fact, the 
teams were undefeated back-to-

back years in 2011 and 2012 when they won the Region 
25 Championships. Ed was also very active in the local 
baseball/softball league, Hilltop, where he devoted 18 years 
to our area youth as a manager, coach, and treasurer of the 
league. Ed was known for making each kid he coached feel 
like an all-star. He was a great coach and forged a special 
bond with his players, often creating nicknames for each 
of them. Those who knew Ed would tell you his most 
famous line was “listen to me,” which he used often when 
conversing with friends. One of our parishioners who was 
good friends with Ed said that Ed made everyone feel as 

if they were his best friend. In addition to being an active 
member of our parish and community, Ed was a loving 
family man. He was dedicated to his wife, Linda (nee 
Conaghan ’81), to whom he was married for 25 years, and 
to their five children: Eddie (’04), Mark (’06), John (’10), 
Annemarie (’13), and Tommy (’19).

Although we mourn his passing, we celebrate Ed’s life, 
remembering the man he was and how much he meant to 
so many. His memory will live on in the hearts of all those 
knew him.

St. Dot’s graduate Mary Sheehan 
(’13) was named to the First Team 
All Catholic Girls’ Basketball as a 
sophomore at Cardinal O’Hara High 
School. Congratulations Mary!

Members of ‘Dot’s Class of 1979 gathered recently at Maggie O’Neill’s to 
celebrate its 35th reunion! 

Members of Dot’s Class of 1984 gathered on April 19, 2015 at Tip O’Leary’s in 
Havertown to celebrate its 30th reunion! 

Pictured are 17 members of Dot’s class of 1989 who  gathered at Maggie O’Neill’s 
on November 28,  2014 to celebrate the class’ 25th reunion.

In Memory of Ed Banes

Spotlight on...

St. Dorothy is proud that one 
of our football alumni is now the 
Head Football Coach of one of our 
Archdiocesan high schools. BJ Hogan, 
St. Dot’s Class of 1997, is now heading 
the football program at Cardinal 
O’Hara High School!

BJ not only played football at St. 
Dot’s, but he also played baseball and 
basketball from fifth through eighth 
grade. He also played travel ice hockey 
with various teams in Delaware County. 
BJ lived on Stanbridge Road in Drexel 
Hill, where he fondly remembers the 
entire street as being St. Dot’s kids. His 
brother, who graduated in the Class of 

2000, also played football at St. Dot’s, 
and their parents still live in the parish. 
BJ’s biggest memories from St. Dot’s 
are all the friendships that he made 
with former classmates, teachers, and 
the people of the parish.

After graduating from St. Dorothy, 
BJ attended Cardinal O’Hara High 
School and graduated in 2001. He was 
a member of Student Council at O’Hara 
for all four years and was the Vice 
President his senior year. From O’Hara, 
he went to Widener University and 
graduated in 2005.

During those years, he remained 
very busy athletically, playing football, 
baseball and ice hockey at both O’Hara 
and Widener.

In addition to being the Head 
Football Coach at O’Hara, BJ is also 
the Director of Alumni Relations. His 
role in this job is to continue to build 
relationships with the alumni and keep 
them informed of upcoming events.

This past New Years’ Eve was 
especially momentous for BJ, as he was 
married at St. Dorothy Church. Our 
own Father Murphy married BJ and his 
wife, Stacee.

BJ always knew that he wanted 

to be a full-time coach. He wanted to 
wake up everyday and coach football. 
Coaching is a profession that is very 
rewarding and demanding, a fact that 
BJ summed up succinctly when he 
said, “When you can impact a young 
teenager’s life and help guide him in 
the right direction, that is why I do 
what I do.” BJ sees coaching as a way 
to remain involved in the sport he loves 
and to compete every day in practice 
and in games.

When asked what his time at St. 
Dorothy meant to him, BJ said, “The 
structure, discipline and academics at 
St. Dot’s were challenging and helped 
make me into the person I am today.”  
He said that leadership is a key value 
that is very important in his football 
program. BJ knows that his vocation of 
coaching is about helping guide young 
men in becoming great citizens and not 
just into football players. In coaching 
and in life, BJ relies on the work ethic 
that he was taught at a very early age, a 
trait he is proud to say started with his 
parents and was reinforced at St. Dot’s.

The St. Dorothy community 
wishes BJ all the best and every 
success!!!

BJ Hogan, Alumnus...Football Coach

Class Reunions

Alumni Updates
St. Dorothy School wants to know what 

our alumni have been up to. Has something 
interesting happened in your life? Have you 
moved, started a new job or married? Let us 
know at Development@StDots.org. Be sure 
to keep your contact information up to date to 
stay informed of reunions and other events. 
Include your graduation year and maiden 
name if applicable. Also let us know if there 
are alumni not receiving the newsletter. 
We’re happy to add them to the mailing list.
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After 12 years of faithful service and dedication to St. 
Dorothy Parish School, Mr. John McCauley, eighth grade 
English Language Arts and Social Studies teacher, will retire 
at the end of this school year.

Mr. McCauley’s career path saw him rise from an 
apprentice High Voltage Electrician at the Philadelphia Naval 
Shipyard to Facilities Planning Supervisor. During that time 
he was drafted into the United States Army, and after his 
service he returned to his position at the Navy Yard.

GI benefits, earned through his military service, helped 
him achieve his undergraduate degree from Widener 
University and later allowed him to take post-graduate 
courses at Rosemont College.

Mr. McCauley took early retirement from the Shipyard 
and applied for a teaching position at St. Dorothy School. 
The rest, as they say, is history.

To say Mr. McCauley will be missed is an 
understatement. He was extremely successful in providing 
his students with challenging, creative lessons. He was 
always on the lookout for new strategies and ideas to 
enhance his instructional program and teacher effectiveness.

Mr. McCauley’s greatest strength is his ability to 
communicate and connect with his students. Many of his 
former students still keep in touch with him regarding their 
success and progress in college and careers.

As an extension of his dedication to teaching and young 
people, Mr. McCauley also coaches baseball at Bonner & 
Prendergast High School.

Farewell, Mr. McCauley

Daniel Bieter -  Cardinal O’Hara High School (Science)
Kristin Ciampitti - Cardinal O’Hara High School (Art)
Tori DiBernardino - Archbishop John Carroll High School
Daniel Fohner - Archbishop John Carroll High School
Carly Gerace - Merion Mercy Academy
Josh Hayes - Cardinal O’Hara High School
Shannon Kohler - Merion Mercy Academy
Lucas McGrann - Friends’ Central High School

Richard McNichol - Cardinal O’Hara High School
Amanda McTaggart - Cardinal O’Hara High School (Theater)
Gianna Napoleon - Agnes Irwin School
Timmy Rogers - Archmere Academy
Dylan Rooney - Cardinal O’Hara High School (Theater) 

and the Maguire Scholarship
PJ Tecco - Monsignor Bonner &  Archbishop Prendergast  

High School

Class of 2015 Scholarship Awardees

Our students and parent volunteers 
presented Bye Bye Birdie as this year’s 
school musical. Audiences were once 
again entertained by exceptional 
performances, but several younger 
audience members were confused by 
the telephone connected to the wall by 
a cord… Many thanks to the time and 
talents offered by all those involved.

Dan Miller brought the cast and 
crowd screaming to their knees as 
Conrad Birdie

Kim (Patrice Romano) receiving 
that shocking phone call telling  
her that Conrad Birdie is coming  
to Sweet Apple to give her his  
“one last kiss.”

Mrs. and Mr. MacAfee (played by Gretchen Nolan 
and Dylan Rooney) trying to deal with their teenage 
daughter, Kim (played by Patrice Romano)... was it 
ever easy?

Genevieve Bruce and Daniel Fohner were fantastic as Rose 
Alvarez and Albert Peterson.

Eileen O’Toole was hilarious 
as the overbearing, controlling 
mother, Mrs. Peterson... of 
course, Albert and Rose did 
not always find her so funny.

Even though several members of the cast did not know why they were talking into 
something that looks like what they use for texting and emails, “Telephone Hour” 
was one of the many hit songs of the show.
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something that looks like what they use for texting and emails, “Telephone Hour” 
was one of the many hit songs of the show.



St. Dorothy School is pleased to announce that one 
of its own, sixth grade teacher Mrs. Beth Anne Gallagher, 
was a recipient of a 2015 National Catholic Educational 
Association Distinguished Teacher Award. The award 
recognizes outstanding teachers in 12 geographic regions 
throughout the United States. This year nine teachers 
received the award.

In order for a teacher to be considered for the award, 
he/she must demonstrate dedication and commitment to 
elementary education and must possess a clear integrated 
philosophy of Catholic education. In addition, the individual 
must be held in high regard by peers, students, and parents.

Mrs. Gallagher is a most deserving recipient of this 
award. Her emphasis on service to others, her demeanor with 
the students, and the instructional strategies she employs 
clearly align with the school’s mission to offer a vibrant, 
challenging curriculum that is deeply rooted in Catholic faith 
and values.

Mrs. Gallagher firmly believes in the importance and 
value of serving others, and she works hard to impart that 
philosophy to her students. Several years ago, she initiated 
a project entitled Pay It Forward. The idea developed from 
the book of the same title. Working in groups, students 

select three service activities. Each member of the group 
keeps a journal in which he/she reflects on the activity. All 
service activities are completed outside of school and on the 
students’ own time.

Mrs. Gallagher received her award on April 7th at 
the NCEA Convention, in Orlando, Florida. On April 20, 
through the efforts of state representative Jamie Santora, 
Mrs. Gallagher traveled to Harrisburg, PA to receive a 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania House of Representatives 
Citation. Upon reception of the Citation, Mrs. Gallagher 
received a standing ovation from the members of the House.

Visit our website: www.SaintDorothy.org
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National Catholic Educational Association 
Distinguished Teacher at Dot’s

The 2015 Annual Fund campaign began during Catholic Schools Week, and since then over $50,000 has been 
collected. Thank you to all of our donors. 

Annual Fund proceeds help keep tuition costs down and enhance our children’s educational experience. We still 
have far to go to meet our goal, and the campaign closes soon. If you have not yet donated, please consider using 
the enclosed envelope to make your contribution or donate online via the link on the school website or at weblink.
donorperfect.com/donate dots.

All donations to the Annual Fund are tax deductible, and many employers will match donations to the school.

2015 Annual Fund Update

$53,899.25$53,899.25
As of May 31  
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